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among whom Languet was foremost, as well as with
some new acquaintances. One of these acquaint-
ances tells how he and others were entertained by
the ambassador's "very memorable discourses,*' of
which he gives two samples. On one occasion Sid-
ney explained to his foreign friends how it was that
wolves had been killed off in England, where for-
merly they had been as plentiful as in Germany, or
as they still were in Scotland and Ireland. On
another day his learned conversation was, according
to the same informant, " touching Ireland, where his
father governed, and of St. Patrick's Hole, much
esteemed when time was, at this day little set by." *
His talk, it is added, "was very pleasing to the
company that sat at table with him, and no man
would make any question thereof, especially when
he saw it approved by Hubert Languet, a man of
most excellent judgment and exceedingly well
travelled in the knowledge of things and in the
affairs of the world." f

Sidney left Prague near the end of April, after
further interviews and farewell speech with the
Emperor, of whom he had formed so poor an
opinion, albeit just; an opinion which was not
altered by the handsome gold chain that Rudolph
presented to him at their parting.

* " St. Patrick's Hole " was probably St. Patrick's Purgatory, the
island in Lough Derg to which pilgrims went to do penance in
mediaeval times, and which Sidney must have passed on his way
from Dublin to Galway, about seven months before.
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